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W E ARE PLEASED TO REPORT THAT
the Department’s third review of
domestic water allocations has been

completed. On December 24, 2008, Lake
Michigan Water Allocation Order LMO-08-02 was
issued. All permittees have received a copy of
this Opinion and Order. Feel free to contact us
if you’d like an additional copy. New permits
reflecting this Order will be issued and mailed
to all permittees in the near future.

In addition to revising the water allocations of
almost all permittees, this Order also accepted the
compliance plans of 25 permittees whose unac-

counted-for-flows exceeded the Department’s
standard of 8%. This Order also revoked the
allocation of nine permittees who did not plan to
utilize their allocation.

We appreciate the cooperation and assistance
that we’ve received from all our permittees
during this review process. We would also like
to commend all of you who have implemented
water conservation measures. They are having
a positive impact, and have played a part in
Illinois’ return to full compliance with the U.S.
Supreme Court Decree (see below). Keep up
the good work!

THIRD REVIEW OF LAKE MICHIGAN
WATER ALLOCATIONS

We have great news to report! In July 2008, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers released their Lake Michigan
Diversion Accounting Reports for Water Years 2004 & 2005. With the completion of the Water Year 2005 report,
we are very pleased to report that Illinois has completely repaid the ‘water debt’ it had accrued during the period
from 1983-1994. Illinois’ Lake Michigan diversion in Water Year 2004 was 2757 cubic feet per second (cfs), which
is 443 cfs below the annual limit of 3200 cfs. In Water Year 2005, our diversion was 2771 cfs, which is 429 cfs
below the annual limit. Illinois’ 1981-2005 average annual diversion is 3196 cfs, or 4 cfs below the Court specified
long term average annual limit. Illinois’ water balance account has moved to the positive side and is a plus 96 cfs.

U.S. Supreme Court Decree • Continued on page #2

ILLINOIS RETURNS TO FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE
U.S. SUPREME COURT DECREE
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U.S. Supreme Court Decree • Continued from page #1

As was stated last year, eliminating this water debt is significant for several reasons. First, it means that we are in
full compliance with the U.S. Supreme Court Decree, reducing the potential for conflict with our neighboring Great
Lakes states. Second, Illinois’ diversion is strongly influenced by climate and hydrologic conditions such as rainfall
and water levels on Lake Michigan. Having a cushion, i.e., a positive water balance account, will enable us to
weather those times when these climatic factors will cause our diversion to be higher. Lastly, and perhaps of most
importance to those who depend on Lake Michigan as a water supply, it increases our confidence that we will be
able to meet the water demands of the Lake Michigan water service area into the future while staying within the
constraints of the Supreme Court Decree.

During this past year, the Regional Water Supply
Planning Group has been actively working, along
with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(CMAP), the Illinois State Water Survey and the
Illinois State Geological Survey (both now part of
the University of Illinois’ Institute for Natural
Resources Sustainability), to prepare a water
supply plan for the 11 county area of northeastern
Illinois. A Regional Water Demand Forecasting
Report was finalized in June 2008, and provides
information on what future water demands out
to the year 2050 might look like under several
different scenarios of development/water use.

Over the past several months, the group has also
spent quite a bit of time researching various water
conservation strategies that can play an important
role in reducing the potential for future shortages
or conflicts.

In the coming months, the Planning Group will
begin the difficult task of preparing a N.E. Illinois
Regional Water Supply Plan. Complicating this
task is the loss of state funding for the third year
of their work. More information is available at:
www.chicagoareaplanning.org.

NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS REGIONAL
WATER SUPPLY PLANNING

On July 9, 2008, the Great Lakes states complet-
ed the state ratification of the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact.
On October 3, 2008, the legislative process was
completed when the President signed legislation
providing Congressional consent. The Compact
officially came into force on December 8, 2008.

The Compact is intended to provide a comprehen-
sive management framework for the eight Great
Lakes states and two Canadian provinces to pro-

tect the waters of the Great Lakes basin and to
ensure their sustainable long term use. Please
remember that Illinois’ diversion of water from
Lake Michigan will continue to be governed under
the terms of the U.S. Supreme Court Decree and
Illinois’ participation in the Great Lakes water man-
agement initiative will not limit our ability to contin-
ue to divert water from Lake Michigan. Further
information on the Compact and its implementa-
tion can be found on the Council of Great Lakes
Governors’ web site: www.cglg.org.

GREAT LAKES GOVERNORS AND PREMIERS
REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT
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Since our last newsletter, the Department has issued the
following water allocation orders:

� LMO 06-02 Decision on a Petition by the DuPage County
Dept. of Public Works for a Lake Michigan Water Allocation to
serve the Glen Ellyn Heights Water System Service Area.

� LMO 06-05 Decision on a Petition by the DuPage County
Dept. of Public Works for a Lake Michigan Water Allocation to
serve the Southeast Regional Water Facility Service Territory.

� LMO 06-06 Decision on a Petition by the DuPage County
Dept. of Public Works for a Lake Michigan Water Allocation to
serve the Steeple Run Service Territory.

� LMO 07-01 Decision on a Petition by the Illinois American
Water Company for a Lake Michigan Water Allocation to serve
the Alpine Heights Service Territory.

� LMO 07-02 Decision on a Petition by the Illinois American
Water Company for a Lake Michigan Water Allocation to serve
the Moreland Service Territory.

� LMO 07-03 Decision on a Petition by Cook County for a Lake
Michigan Water Allocation to serve Oak Forest Hospital.

� LMO 08-01 Decision on a Petition by DuPage County Dept. of
Public Works for a Lake Michigan Water Allocation for the
Hobson Valley Regional Water System.

� LMO 08-02 Decision on a Review of Lake Michigan Water
Allocations.



Lake Michigan Water Allocation Newsletter is published annually by the
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ity, age, religion or other non-merit factors. If you believe you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil
rights office and/or the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271;
217/785-0067; TTY 217/782-9175. This information may be provided in an alternative format if required. Contact the DNR
Clearinghouse at 217/782-7498 for assistance. Printed by the authority of the State of Illinois.

This information may be provided in an alternative format if required. Contact the DNR Clearinghouse at 217/782-7498 for assistance.

If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact:

Daniel Injerd, Chief
or

James Casey, Water Resources Engineer

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Water Resources
Lake Michigan Management Section
36 S. Wabash Avenue, Suite 1415
Chicago, IL 60603
(312) 793-3123

e-mail:
dan.injerd@illinois.gov
james.casey@illinois.gov
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Questions . . .
Included with this newsletter is a summary of water
use by all permittees for the 2007 water year. This
information was obtained from the 2007 Annual
Water Use Audit Reports.

Total domestic Lake Michigan water use was 980
million gallons per day (mgd), a slight decrease com-
pared to water year’s 2006 total use of 989 mgd.

Water diverted directly into the Chicago Sanitary and
Ship Canal system and stormwater runoff from the
diverted Lake Michigan watershed account for the
remainder of Illinois’ allowable diversion.

WATER USE
SUMMARY FOR THE
2007 WATER YEAR
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